
From that Mission comes our Vision 

which states, “Where Everyone Suc-

ceeds Together”  This is pulled from the 

final line of our mission and if you no-

tice, the first letters of the vision spells 

WEST.  We want West to be that pic-

ture of students, teachers, parents, and 

the community all working together to 

achieve success. 

Next is our motto, “It’s a Great day to 

be a Wildcat!”  Working together, 

building relationships, and achieving 

goals is all hard work and we need to 

make sure that we are having fun at the 

same time.  It is the Wildcat Way. 

Finally, the theme.  Each year has a 

new theme to help frame the year and 

what we want to focus on.  This year’s 

theme is “Together We Will”.  After the 

adjusting to the pandemic in 20-21, we 

are ready to be together again, working 

side by side on our mission. 

What will you do together with West? 

Communication is always 

key to making an event or 

an organization run 

smoothly.  It is also the 

first thing to be noticed 

when things don’t go 

well.  Keeping this in 

mind, I am planning to 

publish quarterly newsletters that are or-

ganized around Normal West’s Mission 

Statement.  The Mission Statement along 

with our vision, our motto, and our yearly 

theme are all vital parts of what it means 

to be a Wildcat, whether you are a stu-

dent, staff member, parent, or community 

member.  If these are so important, then I 

need to make sure we all know this foun-

dational framework of Normal West. (see 

below)  It was created back in 1995 when 

the school opened, and then slightly mod-

ified about 10 years ago.  It lays out the 

most basic level of what we do at Normal 

West.   

Principal’s Note 

Normal West Mission Statement______________  

In This Issue 

Volume 27 Issue 2 

Key Dates: 

• August 24 

Parent Open House 

• September 6 

No School - Labor Day 

• September 15th 

Late Start 

• September 24 

No School - Institute Day 

• September 29 

Late Start 

• October 4 - 9 

Homecoming Week 

• October 13 

Late Start 

• October 22 

No School -  
Parent-Teacher 

Conferences 

• October 27 

Late Start 

• Everyday 

It’s a Great day to be a 

Wildcat! 
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To achieve personal excellence we: 
• Engage in Learning 
• Accomplish Goals 
• Build Relationships 
• Develop Citizenship 
“Together we succeed” 
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Accomplish Goals __________________________________________________  

Our School Improvement Plan is one way we set and 

accomplish our goals.   

Our plan includes three main branches: 

• Teaching & Learning 

• College & Career Readiness 

• Social-Emotional Learning   

 

The graphic above is a visualization we use to represent our plan.  Just as the picture includes the sun that 

shines on the entire tree, our improvement plan at West includes an Equity Lens so that we ensure that we 

are improving what we do for all students.  As we look to support our plan, it is the staff members, commu-

nity members (including families), and our students who are the foundation of the work being done.  They 

are the roots to our tree. 

As we plan for our Teacher Institute Days, the three branches of the School Improvement Plan become the 

focus for the meetings and trainings we provide for our staff.  For our Teaching & Learning branch, our fo-

cus will be on Standards Based Grading, Culturally Responsive Pedagogy, Cycle of Inquiry, and Instruction-

al Technology. The College & Career Readiness goal will utilize the PACE Framework to help ensure we 

are providing our students with the needed skills and experiences for their next step of going to college or 

starting a career.  Finally, Our Social Emotional branch will be using the CASEL Framework to guide our 

supports to teach our students to be socially and emotionally prepared for life. 

As a parent, how can you help your student engage in learning?  As a student moves from elementary 

school to middle school, and now to high school, the role of the parent evolves.  All parents want their 

student to do well at school and knowing what they are doing (or not doing) is one of the first steps. 

Infinite Campus is the district’s Student Information System which includes access to the gradebooks 

teachers keep for each class.  Every parent has a user name and password to gain access to this infor-

mation.  If you do not have this, please call the main office for help. 

Now that you have access to Infinite Campus, you can view this video that explains to parents the fea-

tures of the Infinite Campus Mobile App.  I recommend parents check grades about once per week to 

see what is being done in each class.  As the school year starts, there may be only a few grades, but as 

the semester continues, you should see more evidence of learning in the gradebook. 

Need more help on the technology resources for parents?  Visit the Unit 5 Student/Parent Technology 

Corner to access other helpful information. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qGl0oM4f1tY&t=3s
https://sites.google.com/myunit5.org/u5instructionaltechnology/home/parentstudent-technology-corner
https://sites.google.com/myunit5.org/u5instructionaltechnology/home/parentstudent-technology-corner
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Develop Citizenship ________________________________________________  

Start the year by building a relationship with your 

student’s teachers by attending the 

Parent Open House on Tuesday, August 24th. 

A general welcome will start at 6:30 pm in the 

auditorium.  Although all parents are welcome to 

attend this session, it is geared toward freshmen 

parents and parents  new to Normal West.  The 

main part of the night is attending each class for 

10 minutes to hear about the instructor, the 

class, and the material to be learned this 

year.   

Please help us achieve our mission by 

being a part of this event with us. 

6:30 pm Welcome 

7:00 pm 1st Period 

7:15 pm 2nd Period 

7:30 pm 3rd Period 

7:45 pm 4th Period 

8:00 pm 5th Period 

8:15 pm 6th Period 

8:30 pm 7th Period 

8:45 pm 
8th Period/ 
Zero Hour 

Developing citizenship at Normal West means growing productive members of our society that can work 

together for the greater good of the society we live in.  Being a good citizen can look differently depending 

on the situation, but always includes skills and knowledge to help positively shape our community.   

One aspect of this is dealing with conflict.  Learning, working, and living with others will at times produce 

conflict due to differing thoughts and feelings about an issue.  All too often today, conflict has been turned 

into a fight between two extreme sides.  Here at West, we encourage direct communication between people 

if a conflict or problems seems to exist.  Our Assistant Principals work with our students when this hap-

pens, but it also can happen with the adults in our school. 

As a parent, if you feel there is something not right with what is happening at school, I encourage you to 

reach out to the teacher or staff member that is directly involved.  Sometimes it is even good to encourage 

your student to reach out to this person first if they are the ones truly experiencing an issue.  Starting with 

the person directly involved with the conflict is the best route to a resolution of the issue.  I also suggest 

that this communication be in person or by phone.  I have seen way too many cases where an email is sent 

that does not help move towards a solution, but makes the situation worse.  Email is good for setting up a 

time to talk, but these issues often involve strong emotions, and Email and Emotions do not go well to-

gether.  Parents certainly have the right to stand up for their child, but please do so in a way that will help 

us find a solution.  If after working with the staff member, you still feel like something is not right, please 

contact me (Dave Johnson) and I will help. 

The staff at Normal West is here to help our students become productive citizens of our community, and 

we will practice those same skills in working with you and your student.  By doing that, we will live our 

 vision of   keeping Normal West a place “Where Everyone Succeeds Together”. 



It’s a Great day to be a Wildcat!!! 

Online Resources ______________________________________ 

Normal West Website - www.unit5.org/ncwhs 

Normal West Facebook - www.facebook.com/normalwesthighschool 

Normal West Athletics - il.8to18.com/ncwhs 

Athletics Twitter Account - @NCWHS Athletics 

Unit 5 Website - www.unit5.org 

Clubs & Activities - www.unit5.org/domain/1007 

Normal West H.S. 

501 N Parkside Rd. 

Normal, IL  61761 

Main Office 

Phone:( 309) 557-4402 

Fax:  (309) 557-4503 

Guidance Office: 

Phone: (309) 557-4969 

Fax:  (309) 557-4947 

 

Dave Johnson  Principal   (309) 557-4579  johnsodw@unit5.org 

Angie Codron  Associate Principal  (309) 557-4577  codrona@unit5.org 

Becky Frangella Assistant Principal (A-G) (309) 557-4657  franger@unit5.org 

Terry Gliege  Assistant Principal (H-O) (309) 557-4580  gliegeta@unit5.org 

Sylvester Davis Assistant Principal (P-Z) (309) 557-4581  davissy@unit5.org 

Wes Temples  Athletic Director  (309) 557-4976  templesw@unit5.org 

Brooke Bollmann Counselor (A-C)  (309) 557-4963  bollmannb@unit5.org 

Rachel Tohme  Counselor (D-H)  (309) 557-4965  tohmer@unit5.org 

Lauren Goveia  Counselor (I-Mh)  (309) 557–4953  goveial@unit5.org 

Erin Hollenkamp Counselor (Mi-Se)  (309) 557-4967  hollene@unit5.org 

Sara Keag  Counselor (Sf-Z)  (309) 557-4966  keags@unit5.org 

Corey Ostling  Post-Secondary Counselor (309) 557-4964  ostlingcm@unit5.org 

http://www.unit5.org/ncwhs
http://www.facebook.com/normalwesthighschool
il.8to18.com/ncwhs
http://www.unit5.org
http://www.unit5.org/domain/1007

